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The Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota was privileged to
have Thomas B. Fitzpatrick, MD, PhD, as a dermatology
resident and a doctoral student between July 1, 1948 and
July 1, 1951.
He came to Mayo Clinic having completed his college
degrees at the University of Wisconsin (where he graduated
cum laude in 1941), his medical school training at Harvard in
1945, and his internship at Boston City Hospital in 1946.
From 1946 to 1948 he had worked in the Army Chemical
Center, Maryland as a biochemist.
During his residency at Mayo Clinic, Dr Fitzpatrick
performed investigations and completed his dissertation
for his doctorate degrees entitled ‘‘Studies on Human
Melanogenesis’’. At the time, doctoral theses for work
performed at Mayo Clinic were submitted to the University
of Minnesota, which awarded the doctorate degrees.
Images from Dr Fitzpatrick’s dissertation are shown on the
following pages.
During Dr Fitzpatrick’s time at Mayo Clinic, there were
many interesting characters and luminaries in the Depart-
ment of Dermatology and Syphilology. Dr Paul A. O’Leary
was chair of the department. Drs Hamilton Montgomery,
William Goeckerman, Louis A Brunsting and Robert Kier-
land were staff members in the department involved in Dr
Fitzpatrick’s training.
The study of melanocytes and melanogenesis was in its
infancy at that time, and Dr Fitzpatrick had a clear vision of
the significance of this topic. As chair of the department, Dr
O’Leary recognized young Fitzpatrick’s vision and allowed
him considerable freedom to perform his studies as a
resident. Dr Fitzpatrick collaborated with Dr A.B. Lerner at
University of Michigan in his investigative work. Mentor Dr
Hamilton Montgomery took a great interest in Dr Fitzpa-
trick’s scientific pursuits and assisted in the preparation of
the final thesis.
In reviewing Dr Fitzpatrick’s tenure at Mayo, we found
some interesting quotes:
‘‘y it is rare for a fellow to be sufficiently advanced in a
special area of medical knowledge to warrant his being an
author of a book chapter. Doctor Fitzpatrick is an excep-
tional fellowy approved.’’
‘‘Dr T.B. Fitzpatrick was awarded the first prizey in the
essay contest of the American Dermatologic Associationy
May 14, 1951.’’
On Dr Fitzpatrick’s application for fellowship at the Mayo
Clinic, his purpose in seeking the higher degree was ‘‘to
pursue an integrated course of study with time devoted to
basic sciences as they apply to clinical medicine.’’
From a letter of recommendation from Harvard Service,
Boston City Hospital: ‘‘He is a very active, enthusiastic
student who manifests a very intense interest in medicine
y he is one of our best internsy he was one of the leaders
in student activities.’’
From a Harvard Medical School evaluation: ‘‘An alert,
enthusiastic student, highly intelligent, serious-minded
student who displayed great interest in his work.’’
From a letter of recommendation from internship: ‘‘I think
one of his chief characteristics is his enthusiasm.’’
From a letter of recommendation from University of
Wisconsin: ‘‘I remember him as a highly intelligent student,
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always interested in matters under discussion, and as a
man of outstanding poise and personalityy He strikes me
as a man with an assured future.’’
From a letter from Thomas Fitzpatrick, Harvard Medical
student, to a staff gastroenterologist at Mayo Clinic: ‘‘While
studying the surgical specimens of gastric carcinoma,
freshly resected, I have been amazed that the tumors can
become very large and still give practically no symptoms.
After examining several cases I have found that the site of
the tumor and the type of the tumory determine the time
of onset of symptoms and the pattern of the symptom-
complex y A classmate and I decided to study all of the
gastric cancers that came into the hospitaly’’
From his transcript, Dermatology Residency: ‘‘A superior
young man. Excellent observer, much curiosity and imagi-
nation. Very hard working and ambitious. He is an
individualist and not too keen on routine. He is very
ambitious y in his endeavor to do everything at once.
Grade Aþ .’’
Clearly, Dr Fitzpatrick made strong impressions on those
he met, and his infectious enthusiasm, interpersonal skills,
drive, and scientific imagination were evident early in his
career. From Mayo Clinic, he took a position as assistant
professor of dermatology at University of Michigan Medical
School between 1951 and 1952, before moving to Uni-
versity of Oregon Medical School as Professor and Head of
the Division of Dermatology there.
Dr Fitzpatrick had accepted our invitation to be the
keynote speaker at our resident graduation in 2003, but
unfortunately was unable to attend because of illness. He
had previously returned to Mayo Clinic in 1972 as the Paul
A. O’Leary lecturer.
We at Mayo Clinic are proud of our association with this
luminary in dermatology.
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